
WEST GIPPSLAND FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT STRATEGY

West Gippsland Floodplain 
Management Strategy
We have been working with local communities, Traditional 
Owners, councils, the Victorian State Emergency Service (SES) 
and other regional agencies to prepare the West Gippsland 
Floodplain Management Strategy. This strategy responds 
to outcomes of the 2016 Victorian Floodplain Management 
Strategy. The draft West Gippsland Floodplain Strategy:

• Identifies those parts of the region with significant flood risk; 
and

• Identifies the most appropriate actions to mitigate those 
risks.

The strategy’s vision is that 

“West Gippsland communities are aware of flooding and are 
actively taking measures to manage their flood risks to minimise 
the consequences to life, property, community wellbeing, the 
economy and the environment”.

Aim of the Strategy
The strategy seeks to:

• Build flood resilience – by sharing information about flood behaviour; 

• Reduce flood risks – through emergency management, flood mitigation infrastructure works and activities, 
and risk management; 

• Avoid future flood risks – through land use planning and building controls that allow for climate change; and

• Manage residual flood risks – through flood insurance, sharing flood risk information, integrated flood 
emergency management and incident control.

Flooding is a natural hazard that can disrupt communities. It can cause injury, death, property damage, hardship, 
and disrupt the local economy. By understanding flood behaviour we can predict where it might occur, how often 
and the impact of the flooding with reasonable accuracy. We can also assess the likely costs of flooding and the 
benefits of different options for managing flood risk.

How the draft Strategy was developed

High risk 
areas 

identified

Flood risk 
assessed

Actions to 
reduce risks 

identified

EGCMA is developing a Floodplain Management Strategy for its region. Please refer to 
www.egcma.com.au for more information or to give feedback on East Gippsland’s Strategy. 

Flooding at Victory Park in Traralgon in 2012

North Canal Road, Trafalgar 2011
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Flood response 
Scope the development of a community fl ood portal to disseminate information about fl ooding, with a 
focus on areas without a fl ood warning system
Ensure fl ood information in Municipal Flood Emergency Plans is regularly reviewed and updated
Support a WGCMA project to investigate the development of historical fl ood mapping
Make current fl ood mapping available to Traditional Owner groups to assist them in identifying their 
cultural heritage sites at risk of fl ooding

Flood warning 
Investigate the installation of warning systems for VicRoads roads that are subject to signifi cant 
inundation as identifi ed by LGAs

Possible fl ood mitigation actions common across the region

Actions by local government area
Actions specifi c to a local government area are listed in each local government area section. For easy reference, 
maps have been created for each local government area within the West Gippsland region. You can download each 
of these maps from our website.

More information
For more information or a copy of the full draft Strategy please visit www.wgcma.vic.gov.au/fl ood-advice/fl ood-
studies/fl oodplainstrategy. You can request a hardcopy of the strategy by calling 1300 094 262. 

For more information about the East Gippsland Floodplain Management Strategy visit www.egcma.com.au.

Feedback
Feedback on the draft strategy is open until Friday 23 June 2017. Your comments will be considered in the 
development of the fi nal Strategy including the proposed mitigation actions. 
You can give feedback via
• our website www.wgcma.vic.gov.au/fl ood-advice/fl ood-studies/fl oodplainstrategy
• email wgfms@wgcma.vic.gov.au
• mail PO Box 1374, Traralgon 3844
• drop your written feedback in person to 16 Hotham Street, Traralgon or corner of Young and Bair streets in 

Leongatha

All suggested actions are subject to feasibility, which may require further detailed investigation to assess, and the 
availability of funding. The suggested actions have been prioritised over a regional scale, and may not address 
some specifi c localised issues including stormwater fl ooding, which are more appropriately dealt with through 
other channels. The fl ood mitigation actions proposed can be grouped into four categories. 

Land use planning relates to tools such as Planning Schemes and building regulations, which 
manage development in fl ood-prone areas to reduce risk to life and property associated with new 
development. An example action is updating Planning Schemes to refl ect current fl ood mapping. 
Proceeding with a Planning Scheme Amendment to update the fl ood overlays and provisions is 
subject to Council approval.

Flood mitigation infrastructure involves the construction and management of physical works 
designed to reduce the impacts of fl ooding, such as levees, fl oodways and retarding basins. Example 
actions include managing waterways, developing retarding basins and developing or managing 
levees. 

Flood warning involves community education and awareness in support of fl ood preparedness 
to reduce existing fl ood risks. Example actions include the installation of fl ood warning systems on 
roads prone to regular fl ooding and developing and sharing detailed fl ood maps. 

Flood response involves emergency management planning in order to manage the risks that 
cannot be managed by actions in the fi rst three categories. Example actions include updating Flood 
Emergency Management Plans and developing local Flood Guides. 


