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Introduction
West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority (WGCMA) has received funding through the
Victorian Government’s Our Catchments, Our Communities (OCOC) program to run an integrated
catchment management project in the Providence Ponds and Perry River catchment area over four
years. The project is called ‘Protecting Our Ponds’.

Map of the Providence Ponds and Perry River Catchment indicating the major waterways, catchment boundary and
the extent of West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority region (source: WGCMA)
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Providence Ponds and Perry River catchment
‘Chain of Ponds’
A unique and significant waterway system
Providence Ponds, the Perry River and their tributaries are a type of waterway system known as
‘Chain of Ponds’. The Chain of Ponds are a waterway which consists of irregularly spaced, deep pools
separated by a grassy depression or shallow undefined channels.
These waterway systems were once common across South-eastern Australia but are now very rare.
No fully intact Chain of Ponds systems are known to currently exist. Post-European changes to
aquatic habitats have resulted in a loss of these environments. The Providence Ponds and Perry
River catchment is unique in that it still contains sections of intact ponds as well as ponds that are
recovering from erosion and incision processes.
The destruction of the Chain of Ponds has occurred as result of erosion caused by native vegetation
clearing, periods of drought and flood and exacerbated by rabbits, deepening to provide water
sources and trampling by stock.

Purpose
The aim of the Protecting Our Ponds project is to protect and rehabilitate the Chain of Ponds and
improve habitat connectivity in the Providence Ponds and Perry River catchment.
This will be achieved by working with private and public landholders and the Gunaikurnai Land
and Waters Aboriginal Corporation (GLaWAC) to undertake targeted on-ground actions to address
the key threats including: pest plant and animal control, fencing of riparian buffers and remnant
vegetation and revegetation.
This project will complement current investment in works associated with protecting the Red Gum
Grassy Woodlands within the catchment and improving the environmental health of the Gippsland
Lakes.
Chain of Ponds (photo source: Wellington Shire Council)
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Strategic Directions
A collaborative process was undertaken to develop a set of long-term priorities for the Providence
Ponds and Perry River Catchment. These are documented in a Strategic Directions Statement, which is
available on the WGCMA website www.wgcma.vic.gov.au
From this, sub-projects were developed to address the threats to the iconic Chain of Ponds system
and achieve the following goals:
1.

Protect intact Chain of Ponds and associated flora and fauna.

2.

Rehabilitate recovering Chain of Ponds and reduce downstream sediment movement.

3.

Protect core habitat and establish linkages (terrestrial, riparian and wetland) to support
associated flora and fauna.

Protecting Our Ponds – Project Overview
A description of each of the sub-projects is provided below.

Protect intact Chain of Ponds
Create a riparian buffer
This project will create a riparian buffer along the lower Perry River by revegetating an area with
existing stock exclusion fencing. Due to the browsing impacts from kangaroos and rabbits, the trees
will be guarded and plant survival monitored over the life of the project. The project area connects
to an existing covenanted site on the lower Perry River and is located in an area of strategic
importance to provide habitat connectivity with the Gippsland Lakes.
This project will be delivered by Trust for Nature (TfN).

Create a riparian buffer and address erosion
This project will create a riparian buffer and protect intact ponds in the upper Perry River,
Providence Ponds, Sandy Creek and Middle Creek. The works will include:
•

Erosion control

•

Fencing to exclude stock or Land Class Fencing and a controlled grazing regime

•

Vegetation establishment, weed control and associated pest animal control

Controlled grazing will be implemented where there is strong landholder interest and the practice
aligns with the existing management approach on farm. The use of land class fencing is being
implemented because landholders have previously identified concerns with ‘locking up’ areas.
This project will be delivered by the WGCMA in partnership with Maffra and Districts Landcare
Network (MDLN).
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Rehabilitate recovering Chain of Ponds
Create a riparian buffer and new covenant
This project will establish a riparian buffer and covenanted agreement on California Creek or Paisley
Creek adjacent to the existing Paisley Park covenant.
Plantation pines will be removed from the riparian area of the ponds and a 40m wide buffer with
native vegetation established.
There will be initial and follow up weed control as well as revegetation and the establishment of a
covenant and management agreement over the site.
The project has been developed as a partnership between HVP Plantations and TfN.

Create a riparian buffer and grazing management agreement
This project will involve fencing and managing grazing pressure and establishing a vegetation
buffer along Fiddler’s Creek. Fiddler’s Creek has both intact and recovering ponds. The project
provides an opportunity to create linking habitat between past works, several large patches of
remnant vegetation and the Yeerung Reserve.
In addition to fencing of the riparian buffer the project will integrate grazing management advice
and establishment of a control grazing regime to enable improved productivity outcomes whilst
improving the condition of the ponds.
This project will be delivered by MDLN in partnership with the WGCMA.
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Core habitat and linkages
Increase the area of core habitat in the protected area network and improve the
condition of remnant vegetation
A TfN covenant will be established in the mid-catchment, increasing the area of habitat within the
protected area network. This will contribute to improved habitat connectivity in the catchment
which is a priority identified in the Strategic Directions Statement. Principles for the selection of sites
to contribute to the overall project goal have been identified in the project development phase and
relate to sites where there is chain of ponds and/or under-represented or threatened vegetation
communities.
Potential sites have been identified by TfN however additional landholder engagement will be
required to secure a site that fits with the principles identified for the project. Project works will
include stock exclusion fencing, control of high threat weeds.
This project will be delivered by TfN.

(Photo source: P.Camenzuli)
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Improve the condition and extent of native vegetation of habitat within existing
protected areas
This project will involve the restoration of habitat on a covenanted site within HVP’s plantation
estate. The site is part of the HVP covenant and is currently an area of plantation pine that is due to
be harvested.
Once harvested the work will involve the restoration of habitat, increasing the area of native
vegetation and improving the condition of core habitat in the Paisley Park covenant. The project
is an opportunity to test a model whereby areas currently covered by plantation forest could
be covenanted and then restored to riparian or terrestrial habitat and permanently protected
following harvesting.
The project has been developed as a partnership between HVP Plantations and TfN.

African Lovegrass roadside control program
The control of high threat invasive weeds has been identified as an area of focus to improve the
condition of core terrestrial, riparian and wetland habitats in the Providence Ponds and Perry River
catchment.
This project will enable Wellington Shire Council to inspect and control African Lovegrass
infestations on roadsides within the ICM project area boundary twice per annum - during Spring
and Autumn.
This project will be delivered by Wellington Shire Council.

Further Investigations
•

Chain of Ponds condition assessment.

•

Identification of priority erosion sites for remediation.

•

Development of a 20-year plan for the creation of riparian buffers within HVP plantations estate.

•

Traditional Owner participation including studies of cultural values and working on Country.

For more information on the Protecting Our Ponds project go to www.wgcma.vic.gov.au
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