
What does climate change mean for farmers?
What are the risks? 
What are the opportunities? 
What can farmers do?
A one-day event including expert presenters and discussions about climate forecasts, practical actions to 
build farm resilience, carbon farming opportunities, legal and financial risks and more.

Thursday, 20th June 2019
West Gippsland Arts Centre, Warragul.

This project is supported by the West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority, through funding from the  
Australian Government’s National Landcare Program.  

Event partners:



Mark Howden - Keynote Speaker
Director of the Climate Change 
Institute at the Australian 
National University. Honorary 
Professor at Melbourne 
University, Vice Chair of the 
Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC), 
member of the Australian 

National Climate Science Advisory Committee. 

Mark was on the US Federal Advisory Committee 
for the 3rd National Climate Assessment and 
contributes to several major national and 
international science and policy advisory bodies.
He has worked on climate variability, climate 
change, innovation and adoption issues for over 30 
years in partnership with many industry, community 
and policy groups via both research and science-
policy roles. Issues he has addressed include 
agriculture and food security, the natural resource 
base, ecosystems and biodiversity, energy, water 
and urban systems. 
Mark has over 420 publications of different 
types. He helped develop both the national and 
international greenhouse gas inventories that are a 
fundamental part of the Paris Agreement and has 
assessed sustainable ways to reduce emissions. 
He has been a major contributor to the IPCC since 
1991, with roles in the Second, Third, Fourth, 
Fifth and now Sixth Assessment Reports, sharing 
the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize with other IPCC 
participants and Al Gore. http://climate.anu.edu.au/.

Sarah Barker
Special Counsel, Climate 
Change Risk, in the Corporate 
Group at international law firm 
Minter Ellison, and a Non-Exec-
utive Director at Emergency 
Services and State Super. 

Sarah has two-decades’ experience in corporate 
law and governance, specializing in fiduciary 
duties,misleading or deceptive conduct, competition 
(antitrust) and consumer protection. Her clients 
include ASX- and internationally-listed companies 
in the financial services, insurance, logistics, 
construction materials, retail, IT, publishing, 
manufacturing and automotive industries. 

She is author and lecturer of the Directors’ ‘Duties 
& Responsibilities’ unit of the Australian Institute of 
Company Directors’ Company Directors’ course, 
and also ‘The Board’s Legal Environment’. 
Sarah has a particular professional interest in 
sustainable investment and progress toward a 
‘closed-loop’ economy.
Sarah is a Non-Executive Director of the Natural 
Resources Conservation League Limited and 
previously chaired the Audit & Risk Committee of 
the Commissioner for Environmental Sustainability 
Victoria. She has undertaken graduate studies in 
economics at the London School of Economics 
& Politics, holds a Master of Environment degree 
(awarded with Dean’s Honours) from the University 
of Melbourne, and is an Academic Visitor at the 
Smith School of Enterprise and the Environment at 
the University of Oxford. 
Her work on fiduciary duties and climate change 
has won numerous awards, including the United 
Nations PRI Sustainalytics prize for responsible 
investment research. She is a sought-after speaker 
and corporate workshop facilitator, and is widely 
published in the financial press, academic and 
industry literature on the themes of governance, 
compliance and sustainability. Last year, Sarah 
featured on the ABC Four Corners programme 
Weather Alert.

Graeme Anderson
 
Climate Change Specialist with 
Agriculture Victoria (Department 
of Economic Development, 
Jobs, Transport & Resources). 

Graeme is an experienced 
science communicator and 
extension leader in Victoria’s 

Primary Industries sector. He leads a small team 
who work with farmers and service providers 
delivering products (The Break, Soil Moisture 
Monitor seasonal risk newsletters, Agriculture 
Victoria climate webinar series, Climate Dog 
animations, customized presentations for 100 
events/year). These assist industry, farmers and 
service providers in making sense of emerging 
climate and seasonal risk information, and applying 
this to fit within their local farm systems and 
decision-making. 
He has a 29-year background in science and policy 
communication, practice change and adoption, 



farm planning, catchment, salinity and vegetation 
management, agriculture industry development, 
land use change and climate/carbon issues affecting 
agriculture.
Graeme can be reached at Graeme.anderson@
ecodev.vic.gov.au, at www.agriculture.vic.gov.au/
climaterisk, and on Twitter @climatedogs.

Richard Eckard

Professor and Dean of Re-
search, Faculty of Veterinary 
and Agricultural Sciences, the 
University of Melbourne. 

Richard leads the Primary 
Industries Climate Challenges 
Centre (www.piccc.org. au)  

His research focuses on climate-smart and 
sustainable agricultural production, with a recent 
focus on carbon farming and options for agriculture 
to respond to a changing climate. He is a science 
advisor to the Australian, New Zealand and 
UK governments, and the EU and UN FAO, on 
climate change adaptation, mitigation and policy 
development in agriculture. 

Andrew Watkins 

Manager of Climate Prediction 
Services, Bureau of Meteorology 
(BoM).

He joined the Bureau in 1999 
and has been the Manager of 
Climate Prediction Services 

since 2011. Before life at the BoM, he worked 
at the Southern Hemisphere Meteorology CRC 
studying ensemble weather forecasting and decadal 
prediction, while his earlier PhD was focused on 
Antarctic Sea Ice and its impact on high latitude 
weather and climate. 
Andrew has served on several UN World 
Meteorological Organization expert teams on 
climate matters, published a number of climate 
variability research papers, contributed to IPCC 
reports on Australian climate changes, been a co-
editor of the Bulletin of the American Meteorological 
Society State of the Climate Reports, and was a 
past editor of the Australian Meteorological and 
Oceanographic Society’s Bulletin.

Sallie Jones 

Co-founder and Managing 
Director of Gippsland Jersey, an  
independent farmer-owned 
premium milk brand. 

Established in September 2016, 
Gippsland Jersey is passionate 

about looking after dairy farmers, ensuring they are 
paid a fair price for their milk. 
As well as helping improve profitability with the 
fair price at the farm gate, Sallie leverages her 
Gippsland Jersey identity and profile to help break 
down the stigma associated with mental health 
issues in the industry and the agribusiness sector in 
general. 
Sallie grew up on the family dairy farm in East 
Gippsland where her parents were pioneers in 
value-adding to all of the milk they produced by 
turning it into ice cream.
She is the Founder and Market Manager of the 
Farmers Market in Warragul and Co-Founder of 
a local agency lovingly called Honey-Pot Creative 
Solutions. She also established a women’s 
networking group called Women in Gippsland and 
holds a Bachelor’s degree in Public Relations from  
Deakin University.
In 2017 Sallie completed the Gippsland Community 
Leadership Program and was a participant in 
the “Rocket Seeder” - an agriculture accelerator 
program designed to support entrepreneurs across 
the food and fibre value chain. She is a board 
member of Food & Fibre Gippsland. 
Gippsland Jersey is in the process of planning of a 
new innovative milk processing facility in Gippsland.


