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AIMS OF THE INCENTIVES PROGRAM 

The Central Gippsland Irrigation Efficiency Incentives Program encourages irrigators within Central Gippsland to 

undertake farm planning and on-farm irrigation upgrades to improve irrigation practices, improve farm productivity and 

reduce the impacts of irrigation on the environment.  

Rebates are available for the following activities:  

• New Irrigation Farm Plans 

• Updated Irrigation Farm Plans 

• Reuse Systems 

• Flood to Spray/Drip Conversions 

• Best Practice Surface Irrigation Systems 

CENTRAL GIPPSLAND INCENTIVES PROGRAM WORKING 
GROUP 

The Incentives Program Working Group oversees the Central Gippsland Irrigation Efficiency Incentives Program. The 

duties of the Working Group include: 

• Evaluating and approving incentives applications 

• Signing off projects for completion and payment 

• Overseeing contract extensions and abandonments 

• Addressing project complications. 

The Working Group consists of representatives from Agriculture Victoria (AgVic), West Gippsland Catchment 

Management Authority (WGCMA) and Southern Rural Water (SRW) and is able to call on representatives from the 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), GippsDairy, Maffra Landcare and Wellington Shire for support on specific cases 

when needed.  

All incentive project approvals are made under the guidance of an Oversight Committee consisting of senior 

representatives from AgVic and the WGCMA. 

The Oversight Committee is used to refer projects that are complicated and require further review and have the final say 

on eligibility. Grievances or complaints can also be raised with the Oversight Committee at the request of an applicant. 
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ON-GROUND WORKS BACKGROUND 

There are three eligible incentivised on-ground works projects available through the Central Gippsland Irrigation Efficiency 

Incentives Program. These projects are Irrigation Reuse System, Conversion from Flood to Spray/Drip Irrigation and Best 

Practice Surface Irrigation.  

Irrigation reuse systems enable irrigators to manage irrigation runoff thereby improving irrigation water use efficiency and 

preventing nutrient rich runoff from entering the drainage system. 

Spray/drip irrigation systems enable irrigators to manage their water application rates which can minimise both runoff and 

deep drainage losses whilst optimising production. Significant water use efficiencies can be achieved using spray/drip 

irrigation systems on highly permeable soils. 

By implementing best practice surface irrigation techniques irrigators will be able reduce water logging and deep drainage 

losses through high flow rates onto appropriate bay sizes, this will help maximise efficiency and improve productivity. 

Water use efficiencies will be most evident on low-moderate permeable soils as these soil types are less prone to deep 

drainage losses. 

An incentive rate is paid for an approved project. The incentive rates are: 

• Irrigation Reuse System- $400/ha or 50% of the project cost, whichever the lesser, up to a maximum of $20,000. 

• Flood to Spray/Drip Conversion- $600/ha or 50% of the project cost, whichever the lesser, up to a maximum of 
$20,000. 

• Best Practice Surface Irrigation- $200/ha or 50% of the project cost, whichever the lesser, up to a maximum of 
$20,000. 

 

Applications will be limited to ONE project per farm per business per year. Where a Reuse System project and a Best 

Practice Surface Irrigation project are reliant on the other to meet eligibility criteria, for the purposes of the program this is 

considered to be ONE project and can be combined into one application.  This combined project will be eligible for 

$400/ha for Best Practice Surface Irrigation and $200/ha for a Reuse System, and will still be subject to the maximum 

funded amount of $20,000.  The Oversight Committee, with advice from the Working Group, will have the ultimate say in 

deciding whether the combined project will be eligible for funding. 
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ON GROUND WORKS INCENTIVE PROCESS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact AgVic Maffra 

You are encouraged to discuss your plans with AgVic Maffra before applying. 

Approved Irrigation Farm Plan 

Applicants must have an APPROVED Irrigation Farm Plan showing a detailed 

design of the proposed project. 

Application acceptance method 

A ballot method will be used to rank applications in order of selection. 

Allocation of eligible applications 

Eligible applications will be approved by the oversight committee in order of 

ranking until available funds are exhausted. 

Landholder Partnership Agreement 

You must sign the landholder agreement with AgVic irrigation team before 

starting any work on the project. Vendor setup form will need to be 

completed with landholder agreement. 

 

Start on-ground works project 

You may start works on your project. 

Project sign-off 

The project will need to be assessed to ensure the project is complete and 

meets the eligibility criteria. A site visit is required to officially sign-ff on the 

project. 

Tax invoices 

You are to submit a copy of your tax invoices relevant to the project. 

Incentive’s payment 

A tax invoiced to WGCMA will be created by AgVic on your behalf and 

submitted to be processed for your incentive payment. 

Project Plan 

AgVic will create a project plan which will be attached and form part of the 

landholder agreement.  

Figure 2. On Ground Works Incentives Process. Note this chart is a guide only. 
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ON GROUND WORKS INCENTIVES PROCESS  

1. Applicants are encouraged to contact AgVic Maffra to discuss their proposed on-ground works project. 

2. The applicant must have a completed and APPROVED Irrigation Farm Plan showing a detailed design of the 
proposed project. Applications will NOT be assessed until the farm plan is approved. 

 
3. Applications will be accepted for a publicised period. Eligible applications will then be ranked in order via a 

ballot method. The ballot will be observed by members of the Irrigator Reference Group to ensure fairness 

and transparency. 

4. Eligible applications will be approved by the oversight committee in order of ranking until available funds are 

exhausted.  

5. Successful applicants will be required to sign a WGCMA landholder agreement which states the 

requirements of the project, funding protocols and relevant timelines. A project plan created with AgVic will 

be attached and form part of the landholder agreement (See Attachment 2 for project plan example). If any 

project works commence before the landholder agreement is signed it will be ineligible for funding. No 

retrospective payments will be made. 

6. Once complete, the on-ground works project will need to be inspected to ensure the project is complete and 

meets the eligibility criteria. A site visit of the completed project is required to officially sign-off on the project. 

7. Once the project is signed off, you are to submit a copy of all of your invoices relevant to the project. Your 

AgVic case manager will then create a tax invoice on your behalf to submit to the WGCMA, you will be 

required to confirm the tax invoice is correct. 

8. The tax invoice will then be sent to the WGCMA to be processed for your incentive payment for the project.  

 

For further details please contact the irrigation team at Agriculture Victoria (AgVic) on 5147 0800. 

 

Funding Limitations and Timelines 

A cap on incentives paid for on-ground works projects has been implemented due to reduced funding. There is a cap of 

one project per business per financial year with a cap of $20,000 per financial year. 

Note: A linked reuse system and BPSI application will be considered one project. The project would still be capped at 

$20,000. Acceptance of combining a reuse and BPSI project will be assessed and approved if applicable by Oversight 

Committee. 

The incentive for Flood to Spray/Drip projects has increased from $400/ha to $600/ha. The incentive for Best Practice 

Surface irrigation (BPSI) has been reduced from $400/ha to $200/ha. This change is to better balance the incentive 

contribution to each type of project as a percentage of total investment.  

Timelines have been imposed to complete works projects within a specified period. Once an application has been 

approved, applicants must complete their project within 9 months from the date of contact signing. If the works have not 

been completed within 9 months, applicants will be given a formal warning for each month until the 12-month period is 

reached. Contracts will be cancelled after the 12-month period. Special considerations will be reviewed for projects to be 

extended beyond 12 months if the circumstances warrant. A written request for extension must be submitted to the 

Oversight Committee. 

 

ELIGIBILITY  

General Eligibility Criteria (applicable to all applicants) 

• The property must be within the management area prescribed in Figure 1 which includes the following: 
o All irrigators within the Macalister Irrigation District 
o All river diverters from the following rivers: 
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▪ Avon River including Freestone and Valencia Creek 
▪ Macalister River downstream of Lake Glenmaggie 
▪ Thomson River downstream of Cowwarr Weir 
▪ Latrobe River Downstream of the Traralgon Creek confluence 

• If the proposed development triggers the Irrigation Development Guidelines, then the project is ineligible. 

• The property must have a current irrigation licence.  

• Irrigators whose sole source of water is via a drain diversion agreement will not be eligible for any incentive 
funding unless it is for works planned in an existing Irrigation Farm Plan that was funded through the incentive 
program. 

• The applicant must have a completed and APPROVED Irrigation Farm Plan showing a detailed design of the 
proposed project. Applications will NOT be assessed until the farm plan is approved. 

• The landholder must be in a position to comply with any Milestones set in the project contract. 

• The landowner must be able to complete the works within the agreed timeframe. 

• The applicant is to meet all statutory requirements and must provide a copy of all relevant permits for on-ground 
works prior to incentives payment being processed including any permits relating to the clearing of native 
vegetation. 

• Projects must not commence until formal (written) approval has been given. No retrospective payments will be 
made. 

• Any project that is abandoned twice will be ineligible to reapply for funding for 5 years. This applies at the project 
level and does not disqualify applicants from applying for alternative projects on the same property provided it is 
consistent with the farm plan. 

• All applicants will be required to meet any additional criteria stated in the landholder contract. 

• Any applicant identified by the EPA as having a current EPA sanction will be referred to the Working Group who 
will then consider the information provided by the EPA and determine whether it is appropriate to fund the 
applicant or whether the applicant should be deemed ineligible. When considering the EPA sanction the 
Governance Group reserve the right to add conditions to the project in order to encourage a positive outcome to 
be achieved by all parties. 

• The Oversight Committee reserves the right to overturn the eligibility status of an application (from eligible to 
ineligible and vice versa) if, in the opinion of the Oversight Committee, the eligibility criteria is creating a perverse 
or unintended outcome in the context of the program objectives. 

 

  

Figure 1. Indicative eligible area (yellow line) for the incentives program. Note that the key focus for the program has 
historically been on the West Gippsland - Eastern Riverine Plains Geomorphological Unit from Traralgon to Lake 

Wellington. 

 

Re-use System Eligibility Criteria 

• If the re-use system is to be varied from the current plan, then the IFP must be updated to show the proposed 
changes. The application will be placed on hold until the IFP is updated. 

• Reuse system upgrades are eligible for the incentive however this only applies to capture areas not previously 
funded by the program. 
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• Site investigations and soil testing to determine the watertable depth, groundwater salinity and suitability of the 
site and soils for construction must be completed before construction commences. 

• If a suitable site cannot be found on a property based on site investigations and soil testing, a rebate will not be 
available. 

• The area of land irrigated from the re-use system shall be no less than 40% of the catchment area of the re-use 
system. 

• Incentive payments will not be available for the installation of a re-use system on an area already under 
spray/drip irrigation. 

• Re-use systems with a storage capacity greater than 1ML per 10 hectares of flood irrigated catchment area will 
not be eligible for incentive funding. 

• Reuse dams must not be used to store dairy effluent as this is not consistent with best practice effluent 
management.  

 

Flood to Spray/Drip Irrigation Conversion Eligibility Criteria 

• If the existing Irrigation Farm Plan does not include the spray/drip system, then the plan needs to be updated. 
The application will be placed on hold until the IFP is updated. 

• If the area (in whole or in part) has already been funded for a reuse system, an application for a spray/drip 
incentive will only be eligible if the reuse was installed at least 3 years prior to the date of application. 

• If the area (in whole or in part) has already been funded for a BPSI incentive, then a spray/drip incentive is NOT 
eligible. 

• A variety of spray/drip systems are acceptable provided they deliver the required water, salinity or nutrient 
savings and cannot be readily removed. Low energy systems are strongly encouraged. 

• As a general rule, the following systems are eligible: Bike shift/laterals; K-line; hard and soft hosed gun irrigators; 
linear moves; centre pivots; fixed sprays; drip and sub-surface drip; side roll; and travelling boom irrigators. 

• Only permanent fixed assets can be claimed as part of the spray/drip system. Eg. For movable spray units, 
incentives can be claimed for the cost of installing fixed pumps, pipes and hydrants, but NOT the portable spray 
units. 

 

Best Practice Surface Irrigation Eligibility Criteria 

• The project area must source its water from a metered outlet or metered pump that can deliver accurate and 
stable flow rates (the meter must be approved by SRW). 

• If the existing Irrigation Farm Plan does not include the proposed works then the plan needs to be updated. The 
application will be placed on hold until the IFP is updated. 

• The proposed works area must drain to a reuse system or a new reuse system must be included in the works 
plan.  

• Incentive payments will NOT be available for areas that have previously received incentives for flood to spray/drip 
conversion. 

• Eligible activities for this incentive will include but not necessarily limited to: 
o Reconfiguration of irrigation layouts (i.e. to optimise flow to bay ratio) 
o Upgrades to farm channels, delvers, bay outlets (to improve flow rates) 
o Upgrades to existing reuse systems (not previously funded through the incentives program) 
o Automation infrastructure 
o Pipe and riser systems 

• Ineligible activities will include: 
o Water storages (other than reuse) 
o Soil moisture monitoring equipment 
o Laser-grading 
o General maintenance activities 
o Any works already funded through SRW’s Outlet Rationalisation Program 

• Only permanent fixed assets can be claimed as part of the BPSI system. Eg. Portable timers are NOT eligible, 
but they fixed infrastructure they attach to is eligible 

• The Oversight Committee, with advice from the Working Group, will have the ultimate say in deciding whether 
proposed works are eligible.  

 

 

REUSE SYSTEM  

A reuse system is an in-ground dam constructed to catch irrigation runoff and rainfall, allowing you to use the water and 

nutrients that previously would have left your farm. A reuse system in Central Gippsland improves water use efficiency and 

helps retain nutrients on farms and prevents nutrient rich runoff from entering rivers and the Gippsland Lakes.  
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BENEFITS OF A REUSE SYSTEM  

The benefits of a reuse system include: 

• increased water availability on the farm  

• reduced fertiliser budgets 

• flexibility in irrigation timing 

• ease of incorporating automatic irrigation 

• possible expansion of the irrigated area 

• provision of a source of earth for channels and laneways 

• a reduction in nutrient loads in waterways and lakes 

INCENTIVES AVAILABLE  

There is a 50 percent rebate available to assist with the cost of constructing a reuse system, up to a maximum of $400 per 

hectare of the drained catchment on farm (plus GST) 

The incentive can be available to assist with the costs of: 

• Permits 

• Earthworks and drainage works to construct the reuse system 

• Supply and installation of a permanent pump and motor 

• Structures 

• Pipes 

• Power connection 

• Shed 

• Fencing around the system 

REUSE SYSTEM DESIGN  

A detailed design of the reuse system, including details of the pumping and piping system, should be completed as part of 

an IFP. The reuse system should be shown to integrate into the farm irrigation layout and should have a capacity sufficient 

to recycle all of the water captured from the catchment in both wet and dry years. The return area should be at least 40 

per cent of the catchment area. 

In some circumstances, a reuse system may be built in the heads of a SRW drain easement, minimising both land taken 

out of production and excavation costs.  If you have a drain easement starting on your farm or the farm above, approach 

SRW to determine whether you can take over the drain easement for this purpose.  Contact SRW on 1300 139 510 for 

further information. 

Professional surveyors and designers will ensure their designs for reuse systems meet the highest standards. Agriculture 

Victoria, SRW and WGCMA will also examine IFP’s to help ensure the design is adequate. 

CONSIDERATIONS FOR YOUR REUSE SYSTEM  

Suitability of the site 

Soil type and watertable investigations are extremely important to the success of a reuse system. Soil type and texture need 

to be assessed to ensure water will be held in the reuse dam. Groundwater depth and salinity also need to be investigated. 

High watertables or saline groundwater may render the site unsuitable for a reuse system. If a high watertable is present, it 

may be possible to achieve the required storage capacity by building a wide but shallow system. Agriculture Victoria has 

depth to watertable and soil maps that will indicate whether problems are likely, and test holes should be dug to confirm the 

depth of the water table in the planned construction area. The investigation should be carried out by the landholder or a 

suitably qualified consultant. 

Generally, reuse systems should not be located in creeks, major drainage lines or wetlands as these features have natural 

values that need to be protected.  If you are considering a reuse system in such a site, contact WGCMA on 1300 094 262.  
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When positioning the reuse pump, consider ease of access for maintenance, fuel supply and day-to-day operations. 

Potential flood levels also need to be considered.  

The reuse system should also be sited so recycled water can be used over as much of the property as possible. This will 

allow all captured irrigation run-off and rainfall to be used most effectively. 

Pumps and motors 

Where possible, electric motors are preferred due to benefits of long life expectancy, low maintenance, lower running costs 

and ease of operation. If three-phase power is not readily available, then diesel motors are suitable. If a diesel motor is used 

it is important to construct a bund to contain any fuel spills that may contaminate a river, channel, drain or reuse system. It 

is also important to ensure the motor is adequately sound proofed, and the exhaust system is designed and situated correctly 

to minimise noise as complaints from neighbours about noisy diesel motors are very common. 

Size 

The reuse system dam and pumping system should be designed so it can be completely emptied. 

The capacity of a reuse system will depend on the area of land being irrigated in the catchment.  The minimum capacity of 

the storage should be 0.75 megalitres for every ten hectares of flood irrigation catchment. However, a storage volume of 

one megalitre for every ten hectares of catchment is recommended if feasible. The Victorian Farm Dams (Irrigation) 

legislation requires SRW to license reuse systems that exceed one megalitre of storage for every ten hectares of irrigation 

catchment.  If in doubt, contact SRW on 1300 139 510. 

Incentives are not available for storage dams. If the reuse will hold more than the one ML per ten hectare ratio, then it is 

ineligible for funding 

WATER QUALITY  

The use of "salty" water from a reuse system needs careful consideration. Your designer should ensure salt will not 

accumulate to toxic levels (that is, greater than 2000 µS/cm) in the irrigation water. Soils with salinities greater than 2000 

µS/cm are likely to reduce pasture growth and quality. 

Water with an electrical conductivity up to 800 μS/cm is generally considered safe for the irrigation of rye grass and white 

clover pasture.  Water with higher salt levels can be used for irrigation, but success depends on factors such as an ability 

to mix the water with better quality channel or river water, soil type, drainage, water application rate, average annual 

rainfall and pasture composition.  Farmers who are contemplating using water with salt concentrations of more than 800 

μS/cm should seek advice from the Irrigation Team at Agriculture Victoria Maffra when they are planning the reuse 

system. 

QUOTATIONS  

Quotations are a sensible way to approach the project and provide valuable information about the quality and cost of 

works and major components. It is therefore required that at least one and preferably two or more quotes be obtained to 

ensure costs are minimised. 

It is common for a reuse system to be built in conjunction with a laser grading job or an upgrade to laneways. It is 

important that, in invoicing, a distinction is made between the costs attributable to the reuse system and those attributable 

to the laser grading. The incentives program does not subsidise laser grading works.  

CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS  

Pumps 

Pumps capable of high volume (6 to 12 megalitres per day), in low head (2 to 3 metres) situations, that have a high efficiency 

rating (greater than 70 per cent) should be considered as optimal for the work a reuse pump is likely to do. This ensures the 

system will operate effectively for an extended period.  Both pump and motor are to be installed as specified in the design. 

Pumps should be manufactured of quality materials, suitable for the water quality expected. Pumps should be new or 

reconditioned and fixed permanently in position. 

If the reuse system is being used to pressure irrigate, the pump and motor will be considered by the Incentives Scheme to 

be a component of the reuse system and thus be eligible for a 50 per cent rebate. Structures beyond the pump will be 

considered part of the pressurised irrigation installation and may attract a pressurised irrigation rebate through the incentive 

program if approved.   
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Motors 

For system longevity electric and diesel motors can be fitted with safety switches. Diesel motors can also be fitted with a 

time clock and hour meter for automatic shutdown and maintenance. 

Appropriate guards must be fitted, and diesel motors need be exhausted to the outside of the shed. If diesel fuel is used, 

the fuel tank should be surrounded by a bund to ensure spilt fuel cannot enter a river, channel, reuse or drain and cause 

contamination. 

The Incentives Program will not fund petrol or non-fixed motors as they are not considered to be acceptable options. The 

only exception to a non-fixed motor is when the site is in a flood overlay and is considered on a case by case basis. 

Pipes and structures 

All pipes and structures required to deliver water from the reuse to a farm channel are eligible for a rebate (where 

appropriate).  

The following points should be considered in the installation of pipes and structures: 

• The well pit structure and components to be of highest quality 

• Inlet pipes to have appropriate beaching and trash guards or the installation of a self-cleaning screen may be 

warranted 

• Steel mesh fitted over the top of the well pit for safety 

• Well pit and pipes bedded in sand or similar material 

• Channels beached to prevent washing at the outlet of the delivery pipe 

Shed 

All motors should be weather protected with a suitable shed, which can be used to attract a rebate under the program.  

MANAGING A REUSE SYSTEM 

A reuse system should preferably be emptied at the start and end of each irrigation cycle, so the maximum amount of water 

is reused. This will also facilitate the collection of any rainfall run-off that occurs after the irrigation. Reuse systems should 

also be emptied at the end of the irrigation season as part of the last irrigation so that winter storage is maximised. 

A best practice requirement upheld by Agriculture Victoria and the WGCMA is that the reuse system must not be used to 

store dairy effluent. This practice results in the loss of valuable nutrients and other contaminants whenever the reuse 

system overflows to the regional drains. However, dairy effluent can be injected into the reuse system’s pump outlet to be 

diluted and spread back onto a large area of pasture. The reuse dam can be used to store pumped groundwater or to 

provide water for pressurised irrigation. However, every effort needs to be made to ensure the system is managed so 

there is still capacity to catch as much irrigation and rainfall runoff as possible. The reuse should be fenced off and the 

fencing costs can be included into the cost of completing the reuse system.   
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FLOOD TO SPRAY/DRIP CONVERSIONS  

Changing from surface (flood) to spray or drip irrigation, particularly on the more permeable soils  of Central 

Gippsland, wil l  al low you to control water application rates, which can greatly improve irrigation efficiency and 

reduce runoff and deep drainage losses.  

INCENTIVES AVAILABLE  

A 50 percent rebate is available for the cost of converting a surface (flood) irrigated area to spray or drip irrigation, up to a 

maximum of $600 per hectare (plus GST). 

The incentive will be available to assist with the costs of: 

• permits 

• purchase of materials or systems 

• connection to the power supply 

• installation of the fixed assets relating to spray or drip irrigation system (portable assets are not eligible) 

• drainage earthworks that are required to prepare the site for spray or drip irrigation 

 

BENEFITS OF PRESSURISED IRRIGATION  

The benefits of pressurised irrigation include: 

• reduced water use and improved water-use efficiency, particularly on farms with permeable (high water use) soils 

• a likely increase in production compared to flood irrigation, particularly with systems that apply water uniformly 

• reduced run-off and loss of nutrients to drains and waterways 

• reduced problems with waterlogging and salinity 

PRESSURISED IRRIGATION DESIGN 

The pressurised irrigation system should be incorporated in an IFP prepared for the property. 

Professional surveyors and designers will ensure their designs for pressurised irrigation meet the highest standards. Agriculture 

Victoria, SRW and WGCMA also examine IFP’s to ensure the proposed system will operate efficiently and will not impact on natural 

or built assets. 

EXPECTATIONS OF YOUR PRESSURISED IRRIGATION SYSTEM  

Although water savings will be greatest on the more permeable soil types, installing pressurised irrigation on low permeability soils 

also has benefits. Pressurised irrigation systems limit water logging of the soil and can have reduced labour inputs when compared 

to surface irrigation. The permeability of the soil should be taken into account when the pressurised system and management 

regime is being developed to ensure run-off and losses to the watertable are minimised. 

The pressurised irrigation system should be designed to match the typical evaporation rates experienced in Central Gippsland 

during the peak summer months of approximately 38 millimetres per week for pasture. If this application depth cannot be achieved, 

pasture production and water-use efficiency will be reduced. Local experience indicates that farmers with lateral pressurised 

irrigation systems of more than five or six shifts per hydrant find it very difficult to meet the peak water demands of pasture.  

The pressurised irrigation design should demonstrate adequate drainage to ensure heavy rainfall does not result in waterlogging of 

the pasture or crop.  

Where the area to be irrigated varies in elevation, the design needs to make allowance for pressure variations to ensure an even 

distribution of water is obtained across the site. 

To minimise blockages in the pressurised irrigation system, particularly where river, drain or reuse system water will be used, 

screens and filters to prevent debris and water weeds from entering the pump should be considered. 
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Electric motors are the preferred power source for pressurised irrigation systems as they provide the benefits of long life 

expectancy, low maintenance, lower running costs and ease of operation.  Diesel motors are also an option if three-phase power is 

not available. The attributes of the different pressurised irrigation options need to be assessed at the planning stage, along with 

site-specific constraints and enterprise requirements. Farmers should discuss with their irrigation designer or Agriculture Victoria 

irrigation officers how to achieve good irrigation uniformity, the balance between installation and running costs in their proposed 

system and protecting or enhancing the natural values of their farm. Three of the more common pressurised irrigation options are 

briefly described below, along with typical attributes. 

Centre pivots and linear moves 

These systems are growing in popularity in Central Gipplsand based on their competitive installation, low running and maintenance 

costs, low labour requirements, and potential for high water-use efficiency and high productivity. However, any trees on the site 

need to be removed and wetlands, creeks, channels and drains will have to be bridged. Indigenous vegetation (for example red 

gums, but not willows, pines or cypress), wetlands, natural creeks, and built infrastructure such as SRW channels and drains need 

to be protected during spray development. The removal of indigenous vegetation or the bridging of a wetland, creek, channel or 

drain to install a centre pivot or linear move irrigator will require planning approval and appropriate permits (including potential 

native vegetation off-sets). Farmers should consider this at the planning stage. 

Lateral sprays 

This system is widely installed in Central Gippsland but is losing popularity, compared with centre pivots, mainly due to higher 

labour inputs. Lateral sprays are particularly suited to odd-shaped paddocks and readily accommodate obstacles such as trees, 

wetlands, creeks, channels and drains. 

Fixed sprays 

This system is similar to lateral sprays in being particularly suited to odd-shaped areas or areas with numerous obstacles but has a 

low labour requirement. It is typically two to three times more expensive to install than centre pivots and lateral sprays and is, 

therefore, largely restricted in Central Gippsland to higher-value horticultural enterprises. 

WATER QUALITY STANDARDS 

The use of 'salty' water in pressurised irrigation systems requires careful consideration. Your design should ensure salt will not 

accumulate to toxic levels (that is, greater than 1500μS/m) in the soil being irrigated. Soils with salinities greater than 1500 μS/m 

are likely to reduce pasture growth and quality. 

Water with an electrical conductivity up to 800 μS/cm is generally considered safe for the irrigation of rye grass and white clover 

pasture. Water with higher salt levels than this may be useable, but success depends on factors such as soil type, drainage, water 

application rate, average annual rainfall and pasture composition. Farmers who are contemplating using water with a level higher 

than 800 μS/cm are should seek advice from an Agriculture Victoria irrigation officer when planning the pressurised irrigation 

installation. 

Ground water (for example, the Boisdale and Latrobe Aquifers or the 'shallow' aquifers in the Maffra area) corrodes galvanised 

steel pipes. If such water is to be used it is important the water is tested by a laboratory, so the appropriate components (for 

example stainless steel, aluminium or PVC) are chosen to ensure long irrigation system life. 

QUOTATIONS  

Quotes are a sensible way to approach the project and provide valuable information about the quality and cost of works and major 

components. Therefore, it is required that at least one, and preferably two or more quotes, be obtained for major components of the 

project to ensure that costs are minimised. 

CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS  

Materials 

All materials used should meet the design standards specified in the plan to achieve a long and efficient operating life.  

Installation 

It is recommended an experienced contractor install the system, although farmers can do this successfully if care is taken and good 

advice obtained. 
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Pumps 

The pump must be capable of delivering water at the volume and pressure required to properly irrigate the area. You should stick 

with the pump specified in the design. 

Motors 

For system longevity motors can be fitted with safety switches. Diesel motors can also be fitted with a time clock and hour meter for 

automatic shutdown and maintenance. Appropriate guards must be fitted, and diesel motors should be exhausted outside the shed.   

Sheds 

All motors should be weather protected with a suitable shed and this will attract a rebate under the Incentives Program.  Garden 

sheds are not considered appropriate. 

 

MANAGING THE SYSTEM 

If uniform water application is achieved, it may be possible to grow more and higher quality pasture under spray irrigation compared 

to surface (flood) irrigation. Uniformity of water application is a key to maximising pasture production under pressurised irrigation 

and is a major challenge, particularly with lateral spray systems. Centre pivots, fixed sprinklers and linear moves achieve much 

more uniform water distribution. A trap with many pressurised systems is to start watering when the soil has become very dry. In 

this situation farmers find it is difficult or impossible to 'catch up' and adequately wet the soil profile to the full depth of the grass 

roots, therefore impacting pasture or crop production. Pressurised irrigation needs to start early in the spring and within a few days 

of rain ending if this outcome is to be avoided. 

If centre pivots, linear moves and fixed sprinklers are able to apply small volumes of water at frequent intervals, production seems 

to be better than if larger amounts are applied less often. For example, applying 15 to 20 millimetres of water every fourth day 

during the summer to match evaporation may be better than applying 35 millimetres every six days.  

Advice to help you maximise the performance of your new pressurised irrigation system is available from the Agriculture Victoria 

Irrigation Team in Maffra on (03) 5147 0800. 
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BEST PRACTICE SURFACE IRRIGATION  

The Best Practice Surface Irrigation incentive aims to match flow rates onto bays with bay sizes to achieve 

best practice surface ir rigation, reducing waterlogging and deep drainage losses .  

INCENTIVES AVAILABLE 

A 50 percent rebate of the costs of on-farm works that meet current best management practices for surface irrigation, up to a 

maximum of $200 per hectare (plus GST). This incentive is available to all irrigators within the incentives program area that can 

source their water through a meter that can deliver accurate and stable flow rates (the meter must be approved by SRW). 

Professional surveyors and designers will be able to help ensure designs for irrigation meet the best practice standards. Agriculture 

Victoria, SRW and WGCMA also examine IFP’s to ensure the proposed system will operate efficiently and not impact on natural or 

built assets. 

QUOTATIONS & ELIGIBILITY  

Quotes are a sensible way to approach the project and provide valuable information about the quality and cost of works and major 

components. Therefore, it is recommended that at least one, and preferably two or more quotes, be obtained for major components 

of the project to ensure that costs are minimised. 

The incentive will be available to assist with the costs of: 

• Reconfiguration of irrigation layouts (i.e. to optimise flow to bay ratio) 

• Upgrades to farm channels, delvers, and bay outlets to improve flow rates 

• Upgrades to existing reuse systems not previously funded through the incentives program 

• Fixed automation infrastructure 

• Pipe and riser systems 

The following works are NOT eligible: 

• Water storages (other than reuse) 

• Soil moisture monitoring equipment 

• Laser-grading 

• General maintenance activities 

• Any portable assets such as portable timers. 

• Any works previously funded through SRW’s Outlet Rationalisation Program 

BENEFITS OF BEST PRACTICE SURFACE IRRIGATION 

The type of on farm irrigation upgrades supported aim to optimise the on-farm benefits of improved flow rates and improved 

consistency of supply available through stable meters. Benefits may include: 

• Optimised flow rates onto bays 

• Optimised scheduling, including automation 

• Improved application efficiency and reduced water losses 

• Reduced labour requirements and an increased ability to implement best practice irrigation scheduling 

• Increased productivity with less water 

For further information about best practice surface irrigation methods and their benefits please contact Agriculture Victoria Irrigation 

Team in Maffra on (03) 5147 0800 
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CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS 

Materials 

All materials used should meet the design standards specified in the plan to achieve a long and efficient operating life.  

Installation 

It is recommended the system be installed by an experienced contractor, although farmers can do this successfully if care is taken 

and good advice obtained. 

Pumps 

The pump must be capable of delivering water in the volume and at the pressure required to properly irrigate the area. You should 

stick with the pump specified in the design. 

Motors 

For system longevity motors can be fitted with safety switches. Diesel motors can also be fitted with a time clock and hour meter for 

automatic shutdown and maintenance.  

Appropriate guards must be fitted, and diesel motors should be exhausted outside the shed.  If diesel fuel is used, the fuel tank should 

be surrounded by a bund to ensure spilt fuel cannot enter a river, channel, drain or reuse and cause contamination. 

Pipes and structures 

The following points should be considered in the installation of pipes and structures: 

• The well pit structure and components to be of highest quality 

• Inlet pipes to have appropriate beaching and trash guards or the installation of a self-cleaning screen may be warranted 

• Steel mesh fitted over the top of the well pit for safety 

• Well pit and pipes bedded in sand or similar material 

• Channels beached to prevent washing at the outlet of the delivery pipe 

 

Sheds 

Weather protection is important for system longevity and can be achieved with a suitable shed, this can attract a rebate under the 

Incentives Program. 

MANAGING THE SYSTEM  

Advice to help you maximise the performance of your new irrigation system is available from the Agriculture Victoria irrigation team 

in Maffra on (03) 5147 0800. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


